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Second-language audiovisual training for Japanese children and adults
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In this study, 10 English /r/-/1/ audiovisual training sessions were given to
monolingual Japanese adults and children, and their improvement in the /r/-/1/ identification in
audiovisual, audio-only and visual-only conditions was assessed. The results demonstrated that both
Japanese adults and children significantly improved their identification accuracy in all the three
conditions, and there was no significant difference in the improvement between the age groups. However,
the improvement in the audiovisual condition was significantly higher than in the audio-only condition,
although there was no significant difference between audiovisual and visual-only conditions. These
results suggest that Japanese participants improved the /r/-/1/ identification using visual and auditory
modalities. Nonetheless, due to the ceiling effect in their improvement, it is unclear whether the
participants improved their integrated processing of visual and auditory information.
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