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We identified a novel factor, MEIOSIN, which acts as a switch from mitosis
to meiosis in mouse germ cells, and found that germ cells lacking MEIOSIN fail to initiate meiosis
and become infertile with testicular and ovarian atrophy in both males and females. It was also
found that many uncharacterized genes were among those directly regulated by MEIOSIN. Analysis of
these gene-disrupted mice led to the identification of several novel factors that play essential
roles In meiosis.
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