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We analyzed tudor—-domain containing genes, which encode for specific components of
mammalian germinal granules. TDRD1 and TDRD9 cooperate with MILI and MIWI2 and
function in retrotransposon silencing at RNA and epigenetic levels. Tdrd6 and 7 act
in haploid spermiogenesis and establish chromatoid body architecture, which share
common properties with processing bodies and stress granules. We also identified
novel molecules that associate with the tudor-piwi pathway and analyzed their

function in detail.
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