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Variation and disease associations of HLA genes
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By means of genome-wide association studies (GWAS) and comprehensive analyses of
HLA gene polymorphisms, linkage disequilibrium and haplotypes, a number of HLA and non-HLA susceptibility
gene variants have been identified for various immune-mediated diseases including narcolepsy, hepatitis B
and C virus-related diseases, type | diabetes, primary biliary cirrhosis, rheumatoid arthritis, and
Stevens-Johnson syndrome. Possible interactions between the susceptibility variants were also analyzed.
The findings contribute to the elucidation of pathogenic mechanisms of these diseases.
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