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This project studied the paths of economic development emerging states
followed in comparative historical perspective, with special reference to Asia. While economic
historians suggested that industrialization in Western Europe and East Asia followed different paths

by adapting to local factor endowment conditions, it has been argued that the regions which
underwent colonialism, for example in South and Southeast Asia, were integrated into the world
economy as exporters of primary products, and do not have such a strong path dependency which
transcends political changes. We examined the growth of local and regional trade in these regions
before, during and after the colonial period, and suggested that, while trade greatly mitigated
local resource constraints, constraints of non-tradable goods such as water and local biomass often
became barriers to rapid change. On both grounds we suggest the presence of path dependency, and
multiple paths of long-term economic development.
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