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This study revealed that the Kuril Ainu, an indigenous people of the Kuril
Islands, were formed by the immigration from Southern Sakhalin or the Southern Kuril Islands based
on archaeological examinations. Also, this study demonstrated that their retreat from Southern
Kamchatka was caused in the beginning of the 18th century although they mainly occupied Southern

Kamchatka between the 15th century and the 17th century. Because terrestrial animals of Kamchatka
had not been actively used in the Kuril Islands in this period, there was no significant change in

their economy after they stopped using Southern Kamchatka in the beginning of the 18th century.
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