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In East Asia, dialogues among nations are frequently interrupted by
seemingly insurmountable disputes over history and attempts at historical reconciliation are
generally evaluated as a “ failure” . In East Asia, the promotion of historical reconciliation
presents two specific difficulties. While people in Europe have problematized historical
reconciliation as issues of war responsibilities, people in East Asia are more attentive to the
issues of colonial responsibilities. Also, people in East Asia experienced the process of
democratization and hyper-economic development differently in terms of their chronologies and
political implications. As a result, people in East Asia can promote historical reconciliation more
effectively by paying more attention to the historical specificities in East Asia in terms of
colonialism, democratization, and economic development, as well as by critically reviewing the
current theoretical framework of international law.
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