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A cross-linguistic research on getting-stuck disfluency
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The fundamental status of spoken language relative to written language has
been acknowledged by many linguists. However, actual research on language has focused on the written
form, and there are very few research on natural disfluent speech in daily conversation. This
project sheds light on the inherent disfluency of spoken language from a grammatical point of view.
Previous research has pointed out the possibility of relevance of morphological complexity to the
plausibility of disfluency patterns. Apart from this, we suggest that the degree of agglutinativity
of a language also affects disfluency. According to our Agglutinativity Hypothesis, a high degree of
agglutinativity of a language tends to allow for a [prolongation + continuation] type of disfluency
within a single morpheme. We showed this based on observation of Chinese, French, Hungarian,
Korean, Sinhalese, Tamil, and Turkish in addition to Japanese.
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