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This research clarifies the process in the relationship of sustaining the
wooden house settlements in Indonesia. The key of the relationship is traditional customs which
regulate the wooden building codes, life cooperation system, and traditional construction
techniques. The traditional custom life also keeps a relationship with the wooden materials of the
traditional houses and the natural environment around the village.

The research team investigated the case study of the traditional house restoration works in
Bowomataluo village. The Nias local government conducted the first restoration project for the
traditional houses in the village. The repair works by the public sector chose the wood materials
for the restoration from the wood market for the fair trade, not from the domestic forest owned by
the house owners. If the restoration project by the public sector can support the self-restoration
works by the owner, it will encourage the traditional custom vitality.
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