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Environmental impact on the population decrease during the transition from the
Middle to Late Jomon periods.

YONEDA, Minoru

13,700,000

In order to understand the impact of environmental changes on past human
activities, the precise comparison between actual change in environment and archaeologically
reconstructed human life history will be important. In the case of Jomon culture of prehistoric
Japan, the most significant population change occurred in the period between the terminal Middle to
the onset of Late Jomon periods, reconstructed from the rapid decrease of sites and pit-dwellings in

the Kanto region, for example. Some archaeologist have suggested that this collapse was caused by a
drastic cooling event at 4.3 ka (Bond 3 event), but isotopic signature recorded in herbivores
enamel did not show significant change in this period. Human remains from the Middle to Late,
including the transitional period corresponding to 4.3 ka cooling event, did not show dietarﬁ change
as well. Other cultural causes, such as a change in settlement and building structures, might
affected on visibility of human occupations.
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