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Interdisciplinary research based on investigations of historical sources in
Shingon Esoteric Buddhism temples-in pursuit of a new framework of Buddhism

ideological history
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The purpose of this research is to promote interdisciplinary research by
researchers in various fields based on steady empirical research from investigations of historical
sggrces in the base of Shingon Esoteric Buddhism temples, and aim to construct new image of Buddhism

istory.

The results are the following three points.(1) We have investigated historical sources of base
temples, and have made inventories of all the uninvestigated sources. One of the most remarkable
results of this research is that Kaju-ji document was designated as an Important Cultural Property
in 2017.(2) We have concretely considered how thought, architecture, art, literature, politics,
socioeconomics _and history intersected, focusing on religious place where ascetic practice of
esoteric Buddhism was performed. We also have shown a future direction of Buddhism historical study.

(3) We are ready to publish a book that adopts the results of this research and systematize Shingon

Esoteric Buddhism research.
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