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Ballad Culture and Media: Focusing on the Publication of Ballads, Songs and
Narrative Poems of the 18th and 19th Century
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This project aimed to explore what influence ballad culture had on the
societies of eighteenth and nineteenth-century England, Scotland and Ireland through print media,
the main medium of communication in those days. The study made it clear that ballad culture thrived
throughout Ireland in the eighteenth century in part due to the enactment of the publication law in
England that led to a corresponding spread of the reprint industry, as well as being supported by a
general fervor for English language education at that time. The study also illustrated that a number

of poets exploited the communicative characteristics of broadside ballads to explore themes related
to social problems and culture of the times.
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Broadside Ballad The Dream of Eugene Aram, the Murderer
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James Hogg, ‘ Gude Grey Katt’ 2017
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, Louis MacNeice: The Musical Journalist, The 32" International
Conference, IASIL Japan, 2015.
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