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This project depicted “ Letter Diplomacy” and passes for trade in Early
Modern Eurasia, based on our empirical research on East and Southeast Asia, which resulted in
Matsukata Fuyuko (ed.), Kokusho ga Musubu Gaiko [Correspondence between Crowns: Practices of
Diplomacy in the 15-19 Centuries China Seas] (Tokyo: University of Tokyo Press, 2019). Our main
points are: (1) the so-called tributary system could be reinterpreted into “ Letter Diplomacy” when
we look at practices, (2) mediators of inter-state relations (mainly merchants or religious people,

who often carried diplomatic letters) played an important role, and (3) the bearers of state
letters were not always representatives of the sender.
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