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At the end of the Cold War, Japan started to actively engage in
environmental diplomacy. However, Japan showed a passive stance in the 21st century.Japan®s past
initiatives also tended to end with symbolic behaviors such as hosting conferences of parties and
international environmental organizations. In majority of cases, Japan failed to engage in
environmental cooperation in a consistent and progressive manner. This study tried to clarify the
factors and structures that restrained and impeded Japan®s environmental initiatives, through
multiple case analyses including atmospheric issues (climate change, ozone, acid rain), hazardous
materials (Basel Convention, Rotterdam Convention, Stockholm Convention), and biodiversity-related
issues (ITTO, CITES, Ramsar Convention, and CBD). Through the analyses, we found that Japan®s closed
bureaucratic system is a crucial factor behind the lack of progressive and persistent engagement.
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