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This study builds on intensive case studies of selective research funding
policies in UK and Japan. Findings of this study shows that so-called selectivity and concentration
policies in higher education research funding tend to lead to what might be called journal-driven
research, which is detrimental to quality of research and careers of ECRs (Early Career
Researchers). This study also critically examined the university reform policies in Japan and UK.
The results of the examination reveal the extremely deductive reasoning process in the policy-making

process in Japan. It shows a clear contrast to the situation in the UK, where empirically-based
reports have been produced almost every time a research assessment exercise had been completed. This
finding provides an important lesson to Japan®s policymakers.
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