(®)
2015 2018

Providing pedagogical support for English teachers in Japan

Providing pedagogical support for English teachers in Japan

CRIPPS, ANTHONY

13,400,000

0TSC
0TSsC

0TSC

0TSC
0TSC

Before the design of the first workshop an online needs analysis
qguestionnaire on problems which English teachers in Japan face, and possible topics for the
workshops was created. This questionnaire was sent to teachers who had previously attended teaching
seminars at Nanzan University. Data analysis showed that the majority of the teachers wanted
Motivation’ to be the topic of the first workshop. After each workshop feedback was collected from
the teachers regarding the workshop they attended, the content of future workshops, and the content
of the Online Teacher Support Centre (OTSC). Expert teachers helped run the workshops. Feedback from

the workshop participants was analysed and used to help refine the content of the OTSC. The
feedback from in-service teachers about the OTSC has been extremely favourable. The workshops were
also very well received.
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3. 3D FH¥E (METHOD)
There were four distinct stages to the research plan:
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Stage 1:

1. Review of current literature on teacher training and pedagogical trends.

2. Creation of an online needs analysis questionnaire on problems which English teachers in Japan face, and
possible topics for the workshops.

3. Analysis of the questionnaire data.

4. Workshop design and the collection/creation of authentic material for the workshops and a pilot version of the
online teacher support center (OTSC).

z% Tl

HERESLHEFHITATICET 2B/EDO L B 2 —
2.E$@%%ﬁﬁﬁ HTAREBI N =7 v a vy T ICBIT AT —~ 2B T 5700047 A
VR EE DAERL
3. ERFRARE R O fEHT
4. U= v av 7 DONE, V—ray TV EREMONEL LOER, 474 v BEXEE
Y Z—=DRA 1y MR

Stages 2,3 & 4:

During stages 2, 3, and 4, a total of five intensive workshops were offered to teachers of English at junior high
schools and senior high schools and also to pre-service teachers. These workshops provided practical support for
teachers to help improve their professional development.
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4. FFFER R (RESULTS)

Before the design of the first workshop an online needs analysis questionnaire on problems which English
teachers in Japan face, and possible topics for the workshops was created. This questionnaire was sent to
teachers who had previously attended teaching seminars at Nanzan University. Analysis of the questionnaire
data showed that the majority of the teachers wanted ‘Motivation’ to be the topic of the first workshop. After



each workshop feedback was collected from the teachers regarding the workshop they attended, the content of
future workshops, and the content of the Online Teacher Support Centre (OTSC). Expert teachers from within
Japan and also from overseas helped run the workshops. Table 1 outlines the content of the five workshops:
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Table 1 Outline of Teacher-training Workshops

No. | Theme Workshop leaders*
1 Motivation and Authentic Materials Dr. Richard Pinner (Sophia University),
Dr. Tony Cripps, Dr. Sean O’Connell, Prof. Richard
Miles
2 Improving Students” Communication Skills | Prof. Marg Toronchuk (University of British
Columbia), Dr. Tony Cripps
3 Intercultural Communication Skills for Prof. Itaya (Hokkaido Musashi Womens’ Junior
English teaching College), Dr. Sean O’Connell, Dr. Tony Cripps, Prof.
Richard Miles
Teaching English to High School Students
in Japan
4 Creativity in the English Classroom Dr. Tony Cripps
5 Transitioning from pre-service to in-service | Dr. Saori Doi (University of Hawaii), Dr. Tony
teaching Cripps, Dr. Sean O’Connell, Prof. Richard Miles

*From Nanzan University unless stated
After each workshop feedback from the workshop participants was analysed and used to help refine the content
of the Online Teacher Support Center (OTSC). Figure 1 shows the OTSC Home page:
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Workshop One Our Objectives Questionnaire

Figure 1: OTSC Home page
Some of the features of the OTSC are outlined in Table 2 below:
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Table 2: Features of the OTSC

Features Description

Video Material Links to online videos

‘How to’ videos
Content-lecture videos
Expert teaching videos
Problem-solution videos
Non-video Support | Links to journals and articles
Material Audio files

Lesson plans

Games and activities

The feedback from in-service teachers about the OTSC has been extremely favourable. The teachers liked the
fact that the OTSC is easy to access, has many different kinds of material and (possibly the most important
point) is free. They did suggest possible future refinements which are being incorporated into future versions of
the OTSC. The workshops were also very well received. Examples of typical feedback are as follows:

BIAHE L VLN OTSCIZEET 27 4 — RNy ZI3IERICEERERTH - 7=, OTSC M3 fEHIZ
TIRATEDHZE, ZLOERIEHOBMBPEENTNDEZ LR (BZOLIKLEELEEDbR
D) METHDLZ EN, BEPOHENDIHTHoTz, HENDLIE, OTSC DFFED/I—T 5 1T
FAAN LN DWESIZOWVWTORENET LN, V—727 v a vy 7 bIEFICELSEMI N, KFE
W77 40— RNy 7 OFl% FTRLllRd,

“I think this workshop was really good and helpful. It activated our thinking and deepened our thoughts about
teaching and students’ learning.”

“It was impressive. I enjoyed the topic. It was a great opportunity to share ideas as well.”

Summary

The in-service and pre-service teachers who took part in the workshops and used the OTSC stated that they
benefited in many ways. Specifically, since they had stake in the workshops and OTSC content (through their
questionnaire responses and interviews) this ownership resulted in self-reported increased motivation and
satisfaction with their teaching. Furthermore, it is envisaged that their teaching skills will be enhanced by
exposure to various practical teaching methods.
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