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Trade and Values of Carnelian Ornaments in South Asia: Study on Change in
Tradition and Social System
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Having set their eyes on carnelian ornaments -specifically beads- of South
Asia, the members of the Project have concentrated their respective surveys in the state of Gujarat
(where raw stones of carnelian are mined and then worked into ornaments), the state of Nagaland and
the state of Punjab in Pakistan (both being the major export destinations from Gujarat). Basic
surveys at Myanmar and the Yunnan province of China was also carried out where carnelian beads were
popular in ancient days. Geographical setting of some of the villages of Nagaland has also being
analysed.

Sigdis (of African origin), Hindus, Muslims, Jains and Christians are engaged in mining,
manufacturing, selling and usage of carnelian respectively, reflecting diversity of ethnicity and
religion of South Asia. Values attached to carnelian differ among respective groups which also
ghan%eAthrough time, though trading network has been sustained as a part of ‘ the Bead Culture’ of

outh Asia.
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Having set their eyes on carnelian ornaments — specifically beads — of South Asia, the
members of the Project have concentrated their respective surveys in the state of Gujarat
(where raw stones of carnelian are mined and then worked into ornaments), the state of
Nagaland and state of Punjab of Pakistan (both being the major export destinations from
Gujarat). Basic surveys at Myanmar and the Yunnan province of China was also carried
out where carnelian beads were popular in ancient days. Geographical setting of some of
the villages of Nagaland has also being analysed.

Siddis (of African origin), Hindus, Muslims, Jains and Christians are engaged in mining,
manufacturing, selling and usage of carnelian respectively, reflecting diversity of ethnicity
and religion of South Asia. Values attached to carnelian differ among respective groups and
also change through time, though trading network has been sustained as a part of ‘the
Bead Cultures’ of South Asia.

27 5,100,000 1,530,000 6,630,000
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Koiso, Manabu and Endo, Hitoshi (eds.),

Trade and Values of Carnelian
Ornaments in South Asia — Study on

Change in “Tradition’ and Social System.

Jamir, Tiatoshi and Vasa, Ditamuli

Archaeological evidence of beads from
Naga ancestral sites. pp: 3-12.

Koiso, Manabu. Personal Ornaments:

Festivals and Identities of the Angami



Nagas. pp:13-36.

Endo, Hitoshi The record preservation

of red colored personal ornaments in the
Naga cultures of northeastern India.
pp:37-50.

Koiso, Chihiro. Reconsideration of

head-hunting among Naga communities.
pp:51-60.
Watanabe,

Mitsuko. Changes in

residential areas of Nagaland, Northeast
India based on multi-temporal satellite
images.

Murayama, Kazuyuki. A View on the

Acceptability of Agate or ‘Aqiiq in India
and Pakistan. pp:69-78.
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Koiso, Manabu What to Wear ?
‘Tradition” and Religion of the Naga
People. North-East India & Japan - The
Way Ahead :

A Cultural Symposium
@Presidency College, Motbung, Manipur,
India. 27th February 2018
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Endo, Hitoshi and Manabu Koiso

2016: Bead

Making  Technology:
Comparison of Harappan and Modern
Examples in Northwest India. World

Archaeological Congress (WAC)-8 Kyoto,



28th August 2016.
Koiso, Manabu, Endo, Hitoshi &

Konasukwa, Ayumu Necklace of ethnic

groups of NAGAs, State of Nagaland,
India - their meaning and function
through  time.  15th  Internatinal
Conference of the European Association
of Southeast Asian Archaeologists,
Université Paris Ouest, Paris, 10th July,
2015.

Koiso, Manabu, Endo, Hitoshi &

Konasukwa, Ayumu Stone Bead Users

(Symbolic value and Trade): the Nagas -
Preliminary study. Short term course
cum workshop on History, Science and

Technology of Stone Beads. Indian

Institute of Technology Gandhinagar,
Ahmedabad, India. 14th August 2015
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Koiso, Manabu. Hitoshi Endo and
Ayumu Konasukawa. 2017 Stone Bead
Users - Symbolic Value and Trade-The
Nagas. In Kanungo, A.K.(ed.), Stone
Beads of South and Southeast Asia:
Archaeology, Ethnography and Global
Connections, New Delhi, Aryan Books
International: 221-230
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http://carnelian.wp.xdomain.jp/
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