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Linguistic and cultural approach to the history of minority peoples in the Tay
Cultural Area
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The history of continental South-East Asia has been treated mainly from the
viewpoint of the strong political powers such as China or Burma, and the existence of small "
kingdoms™ from the 13th to the 20th century in the mountaneous border area spreading over China,
Burma, Thailand, Laos has been mostly neglected. Our linguistic and cultural approach finally
succeeded to find an apEropriate answer to the question "why these small "kingdoms™ disappeared
under the nation-state building process in the region".

We have accumulated by our fieldworks a huge amount of data on the understudied minority languages,
a part of which (13 languages) are published under the series of Linguistic Survey of Tay Cultural
Area (LSTCA). Our data revealed a phenomenon of transphonologization from aspirated/non-aspirated
opposition to high/low tone opposition. It also became clear from our data that there used to be
three tones instead of two in the open syllable of the proto-Karen.
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