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Field Research for the Construction of the Dictionary of Japanese-Origin
Loanwords in Pacific Island Languages

Long, Daniel

6,000,000

18 4783

15 hakiuu, iakiu, yaakyuu, yaekuyuu

Japanese are quite aware of the foreign words which have entered their
language, but there is less awareness of the large number of Japanese words which have entered the
languages of the Northern Pacific region. In this project we constructed a database of 4783 words
which have entered 17 languages of the former Japanese colonies (Palauan, Chamorro, Carolinian,
Yapese, Chuukese, Ponapean, etc.) as well as Hawaiian English. For these major languages varieties
we conducted field work interviewing native speakers to find how Japanese Origin Loanwords have
changed phonologically and semantically in the process. For example the Japanese word "denki"
(electricity) has entered 14 languages but in many of them, including Pingelapese, its primary
meaning has shifted to "flashlight”. 14 languages use a word deriving from Japanese "zori"
sandal), but due to phonological changes the term is now "jodi" in Marshallese. These words along

are complied in our "Dictionary of Pacific Japanese".
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