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What are the national strategies to realize equality and excellence in
education? In asking this question, we focused the publicly funded autonomous schools (PFAS) which
are given a certain degree of autonomy to fulfill certain purposes. We compared 8 countries; the U.
S., Sweden, England, Finland, Singapore, Indonesia, Korea and Japan.

In the U.S., England and Sweden, PFASs are allowed to establish to meet the variety of educational
needs, with the diminishing authority of traditional school board, and participation of private
business (even of foreign) to run the public schools. The new social risks are generated causing the

severe conflicts within the public school system. In Asian countries we looked, they are controlled

by the central government glndonesia closed the school), and the missions are skewed to educating
talented manpower for the global world. In Korea and Japan, autonomous schools outside of public
compulsory school system are becoming a challenge for the governments.
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