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In a series of visual world eye-tracking experiments, this study examined
how L2 learner”s knowledge of the target language, such as verb subcategorization information and
prosodic information, is referenced during online sentence processing. The results revealed the
qualitative difference between native speakers and language learners in building structural
representation of a sentence; L2 leaners were sensitive to linguistic information and used the
information in constructing structural analysis. However, unlike native speakers who showed
anticipatory use of linguistic information in sentence processing, L2 learners did not show
anticipatory effects. The results suggest the possibility that L2 leaners do not make strong
predictions about upcoming sentence structure.
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