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Several hundred billion cells die daily in our bod%. Dead cells expose
phosphatidylserine (PtdSer) as an "eat me" signal to their surface. Macrophages recognize PtdSer,
and swiftly engulf the dead cells to clear them. In this project, Nagata®s group elucidated the
molecular mechanism how the PtdSer is exposed to the cell surface during apoptosis, and how
macrophages recognize PtdSer to engulf the dead cells. The results obtained in this project will
contribute to our understanding of various human diseases such as sepsis and autoimmune disease.
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