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This research considered, in the context of the formation of modernity,
shifts in the way Buddhists understood themselves vis-a-vis their "others"™ (Christians, Nativist
scholars, foreigners, etc.), including changes in the ways they depicted their own history. | have
focused mainly on five topics -- namely changes in the understanding of Buddhism after 1853;
discussions of national morality in the Meiji 20s; educational enterprises and discourses on "shuyo"

during the Meiji 30s; historical writing and nationalism in the Taisho and early Showa years; and
the transition of the idea of "Japanese Buddhism™ into the postwar period. Besides numerous specific
findings pertaining to each of the above issues separately, 1 was also able to provide further
insight on the broader role played by "Japanese Buddhism™ as a discursive device within the
framework of the modern state.
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