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Recent research in the engineering field has reported that images carry the
attribute of memorability, a predictive value of whether an image will be remembered or forgotten
(Isola, Xiao, Parikh, Torralba & Oliva, 2014). Different to previous research, the present research
investigated image memorability from psychological perspectives to elucidate cognitive factors that
affect image memorability. A series of experiments revealed a novel effect: images with high
memorability capture attention. Moreover, follow-up experiments provided further evidence that this
effect depends critically on the spatial context of an image. These results provide the first
evidence that image memorability is closely related to visual attention and spatial context.
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