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Assessing the Effect of Contextual Input on Implicit Knowledge of Vocabulary in
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This study examined if learners’ vocabulary in English as a foreign
language (EFL) can be enriched through deliberate memorization of a word list including contextual
input. In addition, this study explored how the vocabulary knowledge associated with the contextual
input can be assessed. In this empirical study, Japanese EFL learners memorized a list of unfamiliar

English words paired with their Japanese translations. The list also included examples of sentences
in English. Based on the results of post-hoc tests, it was suggested that the memory of the learned
words was associated with contextual information, i.e., the content of the sample sentences that
were presented with the new words. Future studies should investigate how the incremental acquisition
of lexical knowledge proceeds through repeated exposure to contextual input.
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