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The goal of this research was to explore whether and how tourism development

in the areas with UNESCO World Heritage Sites (WHS) can be a medium through which the residents in
the areas become empowered. Observation, face-to-face interviews, and surveys were conducted in two
cities with WHSs, namely, Nikko city, Tochigi and Tomioka city, Gunma. The analysis indicated that
residents’ perception of costs and benefits of participating in the tourism projects and its
influence on their preference to participation as well as the actual participation levels vary
between the two places. Arguably, this may be because the economic and social significance of
tourism in each city differs. In addition, in Tomioka city, the representation of mill girls
reflects the persistent gender injustice in the mill. While the mill girls were economically
exploited as the mill was in operation, after the mill was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site,
the form of injustice changes into cultural imperialism.
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