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An interdisciplinary study of human agency: taking vulnerability and
interdependency seriously

Hayakawa, Seisuke
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vulnerability

We highlighted human vulnerability and its related notions such as
suffering, empathy, care, receptivity, and responsibility, thereby successfully providing a more
nuanced picture of human agency than mainstream action theorists did. Many of theorists on human
agency have placed an overriding emphasis on the self-governing dimension of agency, and thus
largely overlooked the vulnerable aspects that are central to understanding the nature of relational

agents like us. To fill in this lacuna, we adopted an interdisciplinary approach, and fully
explored the fundamental implications of human vulnerability for the theory of human agency.
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