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“ Modern concepts of religion” have long been criticized as modern Western
constructs subsequently imposed on the rest of the world. At the same time, however, we need to note
that this critique holds the risk of neglecting the agency the non-Western world exerted in shaping
modernity. This research project examines the agency of the non-Western world in constructing
modern concepts of religion, with particular focus on the discourses on the religious and the
secular by Neo-Vedanta and M. K. Gandhi, and figurative expressions in modern India, such as tile
decoration, paintings, and tombstones of British cemeteries. The important findings were that their
religious/secular discourses were neither a simple consumption nor rejection of Western concepts,
but were quite uniquely, yet globally, developed, and that new religious figurative expressions came
about due to global economic changes, beyond the East/West and tradition/modernity dichotomies.
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