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Comparative study of musical structure of Kinsei Hougaku and folk music
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A pentatonic scale without semitone interval is called a Yo scale. Due to
the lack of the strong tonality, there have been considerable disagreements among researchers since
Meiji era on how to define the Yo scale.

Currently the major disagreement is about Koizuni®s Minyo scale. Koizumi Fumio, through the
observation of folk music, classified the Japanese scales. Because of the lack of the strong
tonality, Koizumi defined two tonics in each scale. (i.e., primary tonic and secondary tonic)
Koizuni®s Minyo scale (e.g.: D F G A C) has primary tonic D and secondary tonic G. However Otzuka
Haiko made objections to Koizumi. She, through the observation of classical Shamisen music, thinks
that the tonic of Koizuni’ s Minyo scale has to be G in order to use the scale in the classical
Shamisen music.

In this study, through comparative analysis of folk music and classical Shamisen music, the
contradiction is resolved with a new classification of Yo scales.
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