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The Imagery World in Arcadia: Pier Jacopo Martello and the Visual Arts
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Dramatist and poet, Pier Jacopo Martello (Bologna, 1665-1727), also left
noteworthy statements in the arena of art criticism. He investigated a new method of theatrical
representation, offered iconographic programs for contemﬁorary painters, and prepared rich
illustrations for his books. Through an examination of these projects, this study attempted to
reconstruct his gaze.

Martello belonged to the Accademia dell’ Arcadia. This academy of literature, founded in Rome in
1690, aimed for the establishment of “ Good Taste” by restoring Petrarchism. In this context,
Martello was distinguished by his moderate attitude as he also respected the heritage of the
Baroque. It is believed that an understanding of his activities may cast a new light on the art and
culture of contemporary Italy.
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Kenichi Takahashi, Una costellazione in
Arcadia. Le illustrazioni dei libri di
Pier Jacopo Martello, <(Paratesto», 14,
2017, pp. 47-69.

Kenichi Takahashi, Pindaro in Arcadia.

Pier Jacopo Martello e Vittorio Maria
Bigari nella galleria di Palazzo Ranuzzi in
Bologna, <Atti e memorie dell’ Arcadia), 5,
2016, pp- 233-270.
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