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The Kamakura period saw the emergence of a great number of tonsei-so

(reclusive monks) who had a strong interest in various sects and teachings and wished to combine the
san-gaku or the three divisions (kai [precepts], jo [meditation], and kei [wisdom]) of the noble
eightfold path, which is the basis of Buddhist practice. In this study, from among these monks, we
consider the works of Keisei (1189-1268) and Muju (1226-1312), who are renowned writers of
setsuwashu (narrative collections); we highlight the influence of Buddhism of the Song period,
including ritsu (principles) and zen (meditation) and present a clarification of the background of
its establishment. We also investigate the distinctive narrative world created in the cultural
sphere of the reclusive monks who had such an orientation.
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