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This research program focused on the literature, scholarship, and thought
around the Ashikaga Shogun family which Zeami was active in, and made clear that Zeami"s Noh
treatises were deeply influenced by the cultures of Zen and Confucianism thoughts of that days,
Heian literature and so on by pointing out many evidences, as well as these cultures were
inseparably related to the formation of Zeami®s thought on the performing art. Furthermore, the
program treated the academic and educational circumstance in the society of Kyoto in those days, and

the meaning of the beauty in the cultural nature around Ashikaga Shogun family, through the
inquiry. Accordingly, it strengthens the conclusion, which | have held for many years, that the era
of Ashikaga Yoshimochi was the beginning of typical Samurai culture as the aesthetic sense or
thought, and also was the remarkable age for Japanese culture.
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“Exploring the Syncretic Nature of Warrior Culture: Sophisticated and Subtle
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