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On the Interactions and Literary Activities of 17th Century Samurai Poets
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In this_study, I have sought to clarify the literary activities carried out
by 17th century poets of samurai, as well as the iInteractions which took place between them by way
of the medium of Waka poetry.Samurai poets wrote their poetry using courtly forms of Waka, and in
particular the form known as Gomizunooin. It was especially noticeable that the expressions typical
of the Waka poetical circles the poets belonged to could be detected within their work. | have
determined that these individuals utilized the poetical themes and forms of Waka expression which
originate with the Utakai-Hajime conducted by their instructor, Asukai. Furthermore, through an
examination of the samurai family book collections stored at Matsudaira-Bunko and Date-Bunko, 1 have

uncovered the possibility that books of poetry may have been transcribed as collections in the
early modern period. It is possible that these collections were put together with the assistance of
courtly poets as instructors.
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