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It looks like a Baradox that Modernist literary poets chose anti-Modernism
like Catholicism for their intellectual background. But they all share a sense of crisis that human
conditions became worsened as the late Victorian culture and society opted for individualistic
gains. Here they found Catholicism as a potential safeguard against dehumanisation caused by modern
system fueled by Protestantism, which was dominant in Anglo-American established societies. What
they fought against were (1) laissez-faire capitalism which empowered individualism, (2)
parliamentary democracy, and (3) simple belief in progress, i.e., Whiggish historiography. Catholic
and anti-modern and pro-medieval social philosophy resulted in their advocating Distributism
(Agrarianism in America) and communitarianism. This philosophical background echoes their modernist
poetics, which highly valued literary works with all-European or even global cultural scope rather
than national and individual.
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