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This project has explored some of the systematic differences between the two
manuscripts (Hengwrt MS and Ellesmere MS) and the edited (Blake"s edition and Benson®s edition) and
printed texts gCaxton's 1st edition (Cx1) Caxton’s 2nd edition (Cx2), Pynson’s text(1492), Wynkyn

de Worde"s Text(1498) by performing quantitative analysis, with special attention to Fragment 1 of
The Canterbury Tales.
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\: The droghte of Marc_h hath perced to the roote

: {6Wihan that Auerylt w_t' his_ shoures soote
. {6W}Han that A_prift with hise shoures soote
: _ W han that Auervll with his shoures soote
\: __W_ han that Aprill with his shoures soote

© __W Han that Apprill with his shouris so_te
© __W Han that A_prvll wyth hys shouris so_te
(. __W_han that Aprille with his showres so_te

[: _Whan __  A_pryll wyth his shoures so_te

droghte of Marc E/ hath _ pced to the roote

o

>

droghte of Marc E/ hath perced to the roote

@

droghte of Marc_h hath perced to the roote

© And the droughte of marche hath _percid t_e ro_te
© Th
/. Th

droughte of marche hath _percyd the ro_te

@

@

droughte of marche hath _persed the ro_te

Edrou *te of Marche ha_d _percid _ ro_te

. And bathed euery veyne # in swich lycour
. And bathed euery veyne / in swich licour
* And bathed euery veyne __in swich lycour
\: And bathed every veyne __in swich licour
© And ba_did euery vevyne _ in s uche licour
 And bathyd euery vevne _ in s uche lycour
. And bathed euery veyne __in s_uche licoure

. And bathed ueri vey_ Ein s_uche lycour

. Of which v”tu # engendred is the flour

: Of which v”tu / engendred is the flour

© Of which vertu engendred is the flour.

\: Of which vertu engendred is the flour

. Of whiche vertu engendrid is the flour

: Of whyche vertue engendryd is the flour
(. Of whiche vertue engendred is the floure

. 0f whyche vertue engendryd is the flour

: Vhan zephirus eek’ # w' his sweete breeth
: Whan Zephirus eek_ / w! his sweete breet_
: Vhan Zephirus eek_ with his sweete breeth
\: Whan Zephirus eek_ with his sweete breeth
: Vhanne zepherus e_ke with his s__ote bre_th
. Whanne Zepherus e ke wyth hys s_ ote bre_th
\© Whanne zepharus e_ke with his s__ote bre_the

. Whanne ™ epherus also wyth hys s__ote bre_th

Inspired hath # in euery holt7 and heeth
Inspired hath / in euery holt? and heet_
Inspired hath __in euery holt_ and heeth
Inspired hath __in every holt_ and heeth
Enspirid hath __in euery holte and he_th

 Enspyrid hath __in euery holte and he_th

Enspired hath __in euery holte and he_the

Enspyrid hath __in euery holte and he_th
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. The tendre croppes / and the yonge sonne
. The tendre croppes / and the yonge sonne
. The tendre croppes_, and the vonge sonne
\: The tendre croppes_, and the vonge sonne
. The tendir croppis / and the yong_ sonne
: The tendyr croppis / and the vong_ sonne
. The tendre croppes __and the vong_ sonne

: The tendre croppys / and the vonge sonne

. Hath in the Ram / his half cours yronne
: Hath in the Ram / his half cours yronne
 Hath in the ram __his half-cours yronne,
\: Hath in the Ram __his half cours yronne,

: Hath in the ram _half his cours v ronne

. Hath in the ram _half hys cours v ronne
/. Hath in the ram _half h_is cours v ronne

/. Hath in the ram _half h_ys cours v ronne

=9

sm?a’le foweles / maken melodve

. And sm_a_le foweles / maken melodye
: And cm_a_le foweles _ maken melodye
! And sm_a_le foweles _ maken melodye
© And sm_a_le fo_ulis _ make_ melodie
. And sm_a_le foulies _ make_ melodye
0 And smoa_le fo_ulis _ make_ melodve

© And sm_a_le fo_ules _make_ melodye

* That s17epen? al the nyght? # with open Iye
. That s1_epen_ al the nyg At / with open eve
. (That sl_epen_ al the nvght_ _ with open iye)
\: That sl_epen_ al the nyght_ _ with open _ye
. That sl_epyn_al __ nyght_ _ with opyn _ye
. That sl_epyn_al __ nyght_ _ wyth opvn eve
\: That sl epyn_al _ nyght _ with open eye
. That sl_epe__ al___1 nyght_ _ wyth open eye

So priketh hem nature / in hir corages
* So priketh hem nature # in hir corages

. So priketh hem nature __in hir corages,

(: (So priketh hem nature _in hir corages)

. So prikith hem nature _in her corage_
. So prykvth hem nature _in her corages
. So priketh theym nature _in theire corages

* So prycketh them nature * in ther corages

. Than’ne? ?longen? foll? # to goon on pilsrymages
. Than_ne_ _longen_ folk_ / to goon on pilg nages

. Than_ne_ _longen_ folk_ __to goon on pilgrymages

(: Than ne_ _longen folk _ to goon on pilgrimages

. Then _longyng folk_ __to go_n on pilgremage_

o Then___ _longyn folk_ __to go_n on pylgremages

[> Than _longyn_ folke __to goon on pil_ramages

© Th___en _longeth folke __to go_n on pylgrymages
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