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The purpose of this study is to investigate how English protestant
emblems, which were based on continental Catholic emblems contributed to the English Reformation,
and clarify their effects on the contemporary literature.

Understanding the quality of continental religious emblems, doing research on the sixteenth and
seventeenth century emblem books are necessary. The most important emblem bookis The Emblems of
Francis Quarles (1634). This had been dpublished more than two handred years. After doing research
at Grasgow University, British Library, and Folger Shakespeare Library, it becomes clear that
several religious emblems including Quarles®s, are important to Joseph Hall"s method of meditation.
Hall is famous for establishing the protestant method of mediation, and I use Hall and the religious

emblems to analyse the meditative aspect of Hamlet.
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