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This project focused on the development of sexology on homosexuality in
Britain around the Wilde trial, leading to the publication of Sexual Inversion, the first scientific
book. Specifically, it analysed the discourses of Ellis, J.A. Symonds, and E.Carpenter from the
point of their relationship.

It brought about new information, which shed light on discord between Symonds and Ellis, as the
latter supported the pathological model of homosexuality. Symonds found possibility to overcome it
in the custom on homosexuality of the Ancient Greeks. His hope that his study on the Greek
homosexual model would be taken into the book, Sexual Inversion, did not come true because of his
sudden death. After his death Ellis continued the project and published Sexual Inversion with his
name alone, which caused him to be the leading scholar of sexology in Britain. This project revealed

that Symonds was the true and first scholar of sexology and his successor was Carpenter, not Ellis.
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