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Carpe Diem Poetry in Seventeenth-Century England
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This study has made it clear why poets so often sang of such classical
themes as carpe diem (from Horace and Ovid), beatus ille (Horace), sapiens (Seneca), and ataraxia
(Epicurus) in sixteenth- and seventeenth-century England. It was the period in which Christian
teaching became more rigorous with the spread of English bibles and prayer books, of the Calvinist
doctrine of predestination, and of apocalyptic eschatology attacking the Roman Catholic Church as
Antichrist, the Beast, or the Whore of Babylon. Singing classical poetry was then a way to argue
against such rigour, to express a preference for this world over the next, for quiet and relaxed
Iife over overspirituality, and for King Charles over Parliament and the Army that criticised and
waged war agaist him as Antichrist.
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