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From the middle of the 19th century onwards, Britain got involved in
numerous battles against the local peoples in Africa, in order to defend or push forward the
frontiers of the occupied or newly conquered lands. Amongst such British campaigns, this study
focuses on the Boer War of 1899-1902 in South Africa and the Mau Mau War in eastern Africa, and
explores the ravages of war - destruction of culture and tradition, identity crisis and such -
through the works of the two writers, Herman Charles Bosman and Ngugi wa Thiong®o, showing how these

wars affect the lives of the ordinary people in the Boer States and Kenya/Kikuyu. Bosman was born
in the midst of the' white man®s war’ , whereas Ngugi spent most of his senior-secondary school days
in the conflict which had turned into a civil war.
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