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Colonial subjects had modernism forced on them without the myth of
individual or cultural sovereignty. Inevitably their nationalism, in the time of colonial modernity,
involved their desire to belong to a modern nation state.
My research, based on this view of modernism, mainly focused on Olive Schreiner, a white female
South African writer, and Sol Plaatje (with a reference to H. 1. E. Dhlomo), a black male South
African writer, who both experienced the nation state-like political system in the Cape Colony in

the late nineteenth century that promised the racial equality of all men before the law.
I examined and clarified the trajectory of how these writers, faced with the South African decisive
move towards Apartheid (a condition of modernism), articulated their ideas of nation state during
and after the Anglo-Boer War and World War 1 while transatlantically inspired by both white and

black intellectuals of America.
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