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By examining as many copies of Shakespearean four folios with annotations
inscribed by 17th century readers/users as possible, this study has found several characteristics
which seem to be there in common among them and constructed a provisional context of the 17th
century readership. This provisional context, in turn, has made it available to contextualize the

unique example of the reading style the Meisei Copy of the First Folio (MR774) exhibits.
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Glasgow The Tempest  “very well” (Sig. B4) Two Gentlemen of Verona  “starke
naught” (Sig.D1v) Merry Wives of Windsor  “very good, light”  Sig.E6v Much
Ado about Nothing  “bon fort bon” (Sig. L1)
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“ap:”
‘ap’ “Book of the Month, July 2001 , Shakespeare: First Folio”
(https://www.gla.ac.uk/myglasgow/library/files/special/exhibns/month/july2001.htm
‘I approve’
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Ann M Blair, Too Much to Know:
Managing Scholarly Information before the Modern Age (Yale UP, 2010)
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