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Representation and Reality of Chagossians in Literary Texts
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This research has investigated mainly two literary texts related to the
Chagos and representing the Chagossian refugees: "Mutiny" by Lindsey Collen a female Mauritian
writer, and "a lesser dependency" by Peter Benson, a male British writer.With a comparative reading
of Okinawan Literature, in which victims of the-US-base-related circumstances are represented.

The origin of the Chagossians had been wiped out; their homeland was renamed the British Indian
Ocean Territory and is still under the US occupation. As Creole-speaking, Christian islanders born
in the Chagos, the only identity markers that Chagossians may share with Okinawans are the plight of

the refugees from Mauritius and Japan respectively. However, as fighters who do not give up hope,
it is important for the Mauritians as well as Chagossians to understand Okinawan struggles through
the literary texts; physical displacement in the novels and trauma associated with occupation in
those of Okinawa have been discussed.
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Definition of the state of Mauritius:
Mauritius includes-(a) the Islands of
Mauritius, Rodrigues, Agalega, Tromelin,
Gargados Carajos and the Chagos
Archipelago, including Diego Garcia.
[Constitution of Mauritius Act (1968)
(Section 111, as amended for Republic
status in 1991)]-Copied down 1in the
Prison’ s Library (Mutiny 97).
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Coma Story

One point that I do not agree is the happy
ending of the story. Though the author has
s broad imagination and twisted things in
all directions, which has made the readers
think it is not real.
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This study 1is attempting to discuss
important characteristics of Lindsey



Collen’ s Mutiny by interpreting the
political situation in Mauritius.

The study is believed to have broadened
the research horizon of African literature
in the aspect that it dealt with the work
of a Mauritian writer which has not been
studied in the meantime. Moreover, even
though the study seems to give an
impression of dealing with somewhat
trivial issues, it is useful in that it
reminded the history and society of
Mauritius based on these issues.
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