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At the starting point of this study, it aimed to clarify the relationship
between Shakespearean drama and its contemporary sermons by combining bibliographical methods and
theoretical assumptions about Shakespeare’ s time and culture. However, the focus of the study
gradually shifted into the use of rhetorical figures in the plays of Shakespeare, and several
important findings were made concerning textual interpretations of such major Shakespearean works as

Hamlet, Julius Caesar, and Coriolanus. They appeared on Notes & Queries in 2015 and 2016
consecutively. Then, in 2017 and 2018, the focus of the study turned again to Shakespearean drama
and sermons, and a presentation was made on the relationship between Jacobean court-sermons and The
Eempest_inzggé7 and another on Elizabethan sermons on merchant adventurers and The Merchant of
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To be, or not
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Manabu Tsuruta, Psalm 75 and Prospero’ s‘ Great Globe' Speech in The Tempest  Notes
& Queries, Oxford University Press 263:1 2018 pp. 83-84
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2018 pp. 995-980

Manabu Tsuruta, Is Action Eloquence?-A Note on the Use of Rhetorical Terms in
Coriolanus and Julius Caesar Notes & Queries, Oxford University Press

261:3 2016 pp. 434-435
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Manabu Tsuruta, Hamlet’ s‘ Name of Action’ -A Ciceronian Legacy? Notes & Queries,
Oxford University Press 260:4 2015 pp. 559-560
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