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The notion of "lyrique" is indispensable for an¥ studies on poetry. The
present research examines the process of introduction of this cardinal literary concept and its
development in sixteenth-century French Literature, in analyzing how French humanist scholars and
some learned poets understood or misunderstood the Greek word "lyrikos™ and how, in particular,
Jean-Antoine de Baif, one of the most erudite poets of the French Renaissance, inspired by classical
Greek studies of his era and profoundly attached to the greekness of the "lyrique™, tried to
introduce a important innovation based on a reform of metrical and rhythmical system in French verse
in close relation to music.
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1. Qeokrivtou eijduvllia, Theocriti Idyllia, Paris, Guillaume Morel, "ad scholas Coqueretias’, 1550.
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Pindari Olympia, Pythia, Nemeam Isthmia. Caeterorum octo lyricum carmina..., Paris, 1560.
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Etrénes de poézie

«J.-A. de Baif et le genre "epyllion" -du Ravissement d'Europe a Medanis.»
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