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It was around the beginning of the 20th century that Baudelaire and his
work were introduced in Japan. Initially, Baudelaire was considered as a sign or a symbol of
Aestheticism and attacked by the Naturalist group, because of its stereotyped images of being
Satanic. Following this early stage, some writers in the anti-naturalist stream, like Nagai Kafu,
Tanizaki Junichiro, Akutagawa Ryunosuke, and many Japanese poets began to interpret Baudelaire
creatively from their own original points of view. Our study made clear this process of Baudelaire®
s reception in Japan from the Meiji Era to the present. Their influence was at first limited to the
literary world, but gradually it spread among various Japanese cultural domains. We also pointed out

that Baudelaire had infiltrated into Japanese popular cultural scenes, especially after the Pacific
War, such as novels, film, detective stories, even manga and anime.
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