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Semantic and pragmatic approaches to null arguments
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This project investigates the nature of phonetically unrealized nominals
called null arguments. The main stream account of null arguments is syntactic: PF-deletion and
LF-copy. The present research proposes an alternative, semantic/pragmatic analysis, pointing out
novel data which reject such syntactic approaches. More specifically, null arguments are analyzed as

_denoting contextually salient properties and Skolemized choice functions take them and return
indefinite interpretations.
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(iv) Every teacher will rejoice if a
student if a student in the syntax class
cheats on the exam.
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for every x, if x
is a professor, there is a choice function
f such that x will rejoice if f(student in
the syntax class) cheats on the exam
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(xv) A boy admires every teacher. A girl
X does, too.
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