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A comparative study of compound verbs in Hindi and Japanese using a large web
corpus
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The aim of this research project is to verify, by using a large web corpus,
Jagannaathan®s established claim that secondary verbs (V2s) in compound verbs (CV: V1+V2) very
rarely goi?ccur with negative markers in Hindi. The most important results of the research project
are as follows:

V2s such as Hindi verbs jaanaa GO, denaa GIVE, and lenaa TAKE, together with negative markers, tend
as a whole to behave quite similarly to Japanese verb shimau PUT AWAY - one of most frequent

Japanese auxiliary verbs, which renders an aspect of ' completeness’ . The examples from the corpus
indicate that the possible environments for co-occurrence with the negative markers are essentially

limited to clauses that carry some additional semantic element, such as an _imperative (periphrastic
expression), subjunctive, conditional, etc. Co-occurrence with the indicative is rare.
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