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Indonesia is a country with some seven hundred ethnic languages with the
standardized variety of Malay, namely standard Indonesian, as the common language all over the
country. It has a long tradition as a written language, and it has small diversity when it is used
in a very formal situation. However, when it is used as a common language, namely Colloquial
Variety of Indonesian, varieties of areal features emerge including phonological, lexical and
grammatical influences from indigenous ethnic languages. These regional common Indonesian varieties

have not attracted researchers’ attention since they were regarded to be very similar to the
standard variety.

In this research, endangered ethnic languages were studied and then compared with the colloquial
varieties of Indonesian which are spoken in the same areas. As a result, characteristics o

regional Colloquial Indonesian were pointed out that showed the mutual influences between ethnic
language and the Colloquial Indonesian.
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