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Contextual influence on the prediction in processing sentences
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Japanese is a language in which a head--the core of a phrase, clause and
sentence, such as verbs, appears at the end. Since the head carries the information about their
structures, the head finality could cause a difficulty in predicting structures prior to the
appearance of the head. The results, however, indicate the following possibilities: A constituent of

a sentence makes its readers predict the appearance of a particular constituent in Japanese; Even
advanced learners have difficulty in predicting it; Even when the contextual information is
provided, syntactic processing comes before contextual information; The contextual information
influences syntactic processing but its effect is not very strong; and The semantic information of
extra-sentential context facilitated the choice of antecedents of semantically-biased relative
clauses, therefore, it is possible that the semantic information of extra-sentential context
influenced semantic processing of sentences.
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