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A sign language, such as the Japanese Sign Language, is often believed to be

a mere aggregation of gestures by non-signers, even though it actually is a complex sign system
with rigorous grammar. Thanks to a number of previous studies on spoken languages, we already know
that “ grammaticalization,” the process of a content word changing into a grammatical element(s) in
a specific circumstance, has been recognized as one of the processes of creating “ grammar.” Our
research clearly shows that serial verb constructions, predicates made of plural verbs, facilitate
grammaticalization in Japanese sign language. We also determine the precise conditions that serial
verb constructions should follow to be the right circumstance for grammaticalization.
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